
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: In Depth: “The Breath of God” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been inspired 
by the book “Fresh Air” by Jack Levinson. During this series, we will explore the Holy Spirit as “God’s 
mystical, practical, expansive, unbridled presence in the world.” Today’s theme, “The Depths,” is the first 
sermon in the series. You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4.



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship
     5:00 p.m.  Kids for Christ
     5:00 p.m.  Youth
     5:30 p.m.  Growth Groups
     7:30 p.m.  College Ministry

Monday:
      7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: 
Tuesday:
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers    

Wednesday: 
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Groups
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups     
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Thursday: 
       7:00 p.m. Mozart Requiem                          
                         Concert                

Connections: Sadao Watanabe Exhibit
   During April and May, we have a beautiful new exhibit by 
Sadao Watanabe hanging in the main hallway. This exhibit is 
from artist Sandra Bowden’s personal collection and is one of the 
many traveling exhibits coordinated through CIVA (Christians 
in the Visual Arts). It is the largest we have received, having a 
total of 46 pieces! Sadao Watanabe grew up within the Buddhist 
tradition and then later in life converted to Christianity. Realizing 
that the Christian faith was limited to a Western perspective, 
Watanabe sought to create works of art which contextualize 
the Christian message for the Japanese setting. His portrayal of 
Jesus in the Upper Room with his disciples includes not bread 
and wine, but fish and sake. If we are not careful, we can start 
to believe that Jesus was a blond-haired, blue-eyed American 
instead of the dark haired, dark skinned Middle Easterner that 
He was. Watanabe’s art helps remind us that the Christian faith 

and message is available to all people at all times. If you know any local artists or friends who would enjoy 
this show, please invite them to come and see! —Jessica Watson

Friday:
    2:15 p.m.  Bowie 5th Grade
                       Rewards Party
Saturday:
    9:30 a.m.  Garden Work & Play
   



     Thank you, all of you who participated in planting 
the Open Door Community Garden on Good Friday! 
(The photo to the right shows new member Bonnie 
Hoyle planting pumpkin seeds.) The garden, which 
is located at the corner of South 19th and Amarillo, 
serves as a place of growth  — for produce and for 
people! That’s why Work & Play days have been 
scheduled for the Spring and Summer. Our first one 
will take place on Saturday, April 16, and will be a 
Strawberry Extravaganza sponsored by our College 
Ministry and the Young Adult Growth Group! All are 
welcome to come at 9:30 a.m. to tend to the needs of 
the garden and stay for yummy strawberry-themed 
treats. Everyone who attends is welcome to take home a FREE strawberry plant, which have been very 
popular in previous seasons. Also, please mark your calendars for all of the Work & Play events during the 
Spring and Summer: at 9:30 a.m. on the third Saturday of the month in April (16th) and May (21st) and 
at 6 p.m. on the third Friday of the month in June (17th), July (15th) and August (19th). And if you would 
like to be involved in the behind-the-scenes planning and working of the Garden/Neighborhood ministry, 
please make a note on your Welcome Card or contact me at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org or at 
(325) 660-5017. Grace and Peace — Amy Wilson Feltz

Open Door: How the Garden Grows  

      On Thursday, April 14, at 7 p.m., a collaborative concert will be presented in the sanctuary of Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church featuring the famous Mozart Requiem. I extended an invitation last year to the 
choir members of Aldersgate UMC, St. James UMC, St. Paul UMC and First UMC Eastland to join the 
McMurry Chanters in presenting this work. Faculty and students of McMurry, choir members from the 
churches, soloists and players from the greater Big Country area will join forces to present this chorus/

orchestral masterpiece. About an hour in length, this work has many tuneful 
selections that will be immediately recognized by those who are familiar with 
classical music. Come hear this splendid work and support our local Methodist 
musicians! The concert is free but an offering will be taken to help cover 
expenses.
   A big thank you from the choir for the kind words of support and 
encouragement for our Easter musical offerings. It is always a pleasure to bring 
inspired music to our worship, and it is a double blessing when we hear how 
it has been important in your worship experience. Coming up, the children 
will join the Chancel Choir on a number on April 24. Parents, there will be 
more information for you as plans are finalized. A big thank you to Kathryn 
Andrews for the fine job in directing the children’s choirs this year.  They have 
been wonderful! — David Wallis

Music Ministry: Notes From the Loft



The Breath of God: The Depths
Psalm 139:7-12
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Boston, Chicago, Abilene

The Language of the Spirt…ruah and pneuma (Ezekiel 37:1-10)

The Spirit, Life Connection

The Spirit in the Depths 

“Now, Take a Deep Breath” 

                        As long as my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils...Job 27:3



The Breath of God: The Depths
Growth Group Questions 

Week 12: April 10 - April 16

1. What helps you to recognize the presence of God at any given time? 

2.	 What	was	your	first	reaction	when	you	heard	that	we	would	have	an	eight-week
 sermon series on the Holy Spirit?

3.	 Why	do	you	think	the	Holy	Spirit	is	the	most	neglected	person	of	the	Holy	Trinity?

4.	 What	stuck	out	to	you	or	what	new	thing	did	you	learn	from	this	week’s	sermon,
	 “The	Breath	of	God:	The	Depths”?
 

5. Name some of the many words and metaphors used to describe the Holy Spirit in
   scripture.  What connections do you see between them?

6.	 “Ruach”	is	a	Hebrew	word	that	can	be	translated	as	both	“breath”	and	“Spirit.”	
		 Read	Ezekiel	37:1-10.	Every	time	you	see	the	work	“breath,”	replace	it	with			
	 “Spirit”	as	you	read.	What	difference	does	it	make	to	translate	all	the	occurences	
	 of	“breath”	as	“Spirit?”

  

7.	 Scripture	(John	6:68)	and	our	creeds	teach	us	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is,	“The	Lord,	
	 the	giver	of	life.”		How	do	you	think	Spirit	of	God	gives	us	life?
 



Growth Group Questions Continued

8.	 In	his	book,	“Fresh	Air,”	Jack	Levinson	said,	“I	learned	this	deep	in	my	bones,	
	 that	as	long	as	there	is	breath—ruach—in	me,	I	will	praise	God.	As	long	as	my	
	 breath	is	in	me	and	the	spirit	of	God	is	in	my	nostrils,	I	will	survive.	I	can	even	
	 thrive	as	I	walk	through	the	valley	of	the	shadow	of	death,	perhaps	with	integrity
	 and	grace,	certainly	with	a	spring	in	my	step.”	Do	you	think	we	should	be	
	 expected	to	thrive	in	“the	valley	of	the	shadow	of	death?”	Please	explain.

  

9.	 Pastor	Steve	said,	“Could	it	be	that	each	deep,	intentional	breath	that	we	take	can
 be a sacramental moment in which we invite the Holy Spirit to give us life at the 
	 points	of	our	pain,	darkness	and	dying?”		

10.	 Read	and	discuss	the	following	ancient	prayer	and	Psalm	104:24-30,	upon	which
 it is based.

	 Come,	Holy	Spirit,	fill	the	hearts	of	your	faithful	and	kindle	in	us	the	fire	of	your
	 love.	Send	forth	your	Spirit	and	we	shall	be	created.	And	you	shall	renew	the	face
	 of	the	earth.	O	God,	who	by	the	light	of	the	Holy	Spirit	did	instruct	the	hearts	of
	 the	faithful,	grant	that	by	the	same	Holy	Spirit	we	may	be	truly	wise	and	ever	
	 enjoy	your	consolations.	Through	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.	

	 What	strikes	you	about	the	prayer	and	psalm?		What	questions	do	they	raise?			
	 Close	your	Growth	Group	meeting	by	praying	this	prayer	together.



Fractured Wholeness: Thank You!
     The season of Lent always has been a special and important time of introspection and reflection for 
the Aldersgate community. This year, as we considered the reality of our own individual brokenness and 
the miraculous work of God within us all to create a mosaic of Grace, our journey was made especially 
meaningful by the artists, quilters, sewists, muralists, preachers and musicians who dedicated their time, 
energies, talents and resources toward realizing the vision of Fractured Wholeness. There are too many to 
thank by name, so please know that our community is more whole because of your contribution over the 
past six weeks. While the mural has been covered in two layers of primer and one layer of paint and the 
community quilts have been stored away for the year, the embodiment of the message they convey is still 
active and alive in each one of us. We belong to one another. We belong to God. — Timothy Palmer

     It is great to announce several things about the 
Senior Adult Ministry. I have cards with all of my 
contact information at the Welcome Center. There 
is also a box with index cards where you may leave 
me a note. You can ask for me to visit someone, 
pray for someone, and share your joys, concerns or 
ideas for the ministry. The Senior Adult Ministry 
teams want to know what is going on and how we 

might help. We do not want to know only the concerns you have, but the joys as well.
     You may or may not know that I have a benign brain tumor. Starting next week, I will have a book I wrote 
about my brain tumor and issues of faith available to purchase at the Welcome Center for $5.  Believe me, it 
is not a downer but full of hope. By now you should know that I have an off-brand kind of humor. I figure 
if you can not have fun with your brain tumor, why bother having one? Proceeds go to the Senior Ministry.
    On April 28 at 12:00 p.m. we will have a lunch and game day here at the church. Bring a dish, put food in 
it to share with others. We will play games you bring. If you are a cheater…OK, you can come anyway. It’ll 
be fun! We are also planning to attend the Fandangle in Albany on June 16th.  — Reed Justus

Senior Adult Ministry: Upcoming Events



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala
Charles Dortch

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston

Presence                           3.27.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $3,867.59
Received This Month-to-Date = $3,867.59
Received Year-to-Date = $204,428.53
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $13,775.56

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge
Kay Burkhart

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 403
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 210

Total Worship Service Attendance = 668
Sunday School = 179

4.3.2016
Aldersgate Alive = 287



In the World       
by Pastor Steve

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

10 April: 2 Kings 1-3, Psalm 101,
 Video: 2 Kings
11 April: 2 Kings 4-7, Psalm 102
12 April: 2 Kings 8-11, Psalm 103
13 April: 2 Kings 12-14, Psalm 104
14 April: 2 Kings 15-17, Psalm 105
15 April: 2 Kings 18-19, Psalm 106
16 April: 2 Kings 20-22, Psalm 107

  Daily Readings

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help 
at all. The words that I have spoken to you are   
Spirit and life.  John 6:63

     If I were to ask you, biblically speaking, what it is that gives life, 
what would you say? Would any of you immediately say, “Sure I 
got this…It is the Holy Spirit of God! You know, the third person 
of the Trinity?” I am afraid that most of us would not immediately 
come up with this answer or one like it. It is a bit puzzling, since 
Jesus is clear in the above passage that the Spirit gives life and that 
throughout Christian history the Church as declared its belief in 
the Holy Spirit in creeds such as the Nicene Creed that says, “We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. LIFE! The 
SPIRIT gives! This is huge!  Right?

     Yet, by far, the Holy Spirit is the most neglected person of the 
Trinity. This problem is not new. When asked by Paul if they had 
received the Holy Spirit, the Christians at Ephesus answered, “No, 
we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit” (Acts 19:2). In 
what ways do you intentionally cultivate the power, knowledge, and 
love of the Holy Spirit? How has the Spirit been giving you Life these 
days? Are you currently running away from or resisting the Spirit?

     In John 3:8, Jesus said, “The wind blows where it wishes, and you 
hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where 
it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” In West 
Texas, we know about the wind. We know its constancy, power, and 
uncontrollability. I think the Holy Spirit is neglected because we 
know we can not control it. Yet, the Spirit gives life!  Maybe it’s time 
to neglect no more?

     Over the next eight weeks, we are going to engage in a deeply 
biblical sermon series on the Holy Spirit called The Breath of 
God. My hope is that it will encourage, challenge, stretch, bless 
and change us! Jack Levinson is a professor at Perkins School of 
Theology at SMU and the author of Fresh Air. His book is going to 
help guide us during these next days as we move toward Pentecost 
and beyond. As we do, let us pray together, “Come Holy Spirit.”           


